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Long live the
chamber
music in city
Review for MUSICA VIVA concert
Sunday,  March 20 
WHAT a way for Musica Viva
Armidale to start the year’s
program of chamber music.

From the first touch of bow on
string we knew we were in for a
treat. The subtlety and nuance of
the playing in the opening work,
Mozart’s Quartet no. 14 in G K387
(composed in 1782), was
breathtaking, and this continued
throughout the concert. 

The music sang and danced
through most of the movements,
but anyone who still thinks
Mozart only wrote “pretty tunes”
should have been there to hear the
toughness and depth the Flinders
players found in this work.

The Haydn Quartet op. 33 no. 2
in E-flat (composed in 1781) that
followed was clearly one of the
inspirations for Mozart, and the
last movement lived up to the
nickname “the Joke” that has
been attached to this work. 

Again the Flinders Quartet
showed a complete understanding
of the style of the piece, and gave
Haydn the commitment and
respect his music deserved.

Beethoven’s Quartet no. 4, op.

18 no. 4 from 1800 presented
challenges of technique, texture
and togetherness that the four
young players were completely
equal to. 

There was a special delight too
in hearing the velvety duet of
viola and second violin emerging
from the usual quartet sound.

The Flinders Quartet displayed
seamless ensemble as well as
profound understanding of the
music they played. 

It is to be hoped that they can
continue to play together for
many years to come, and to
explore wider fields of less well-
known repertoire to add to their
already formidable arsenal.

- RICHARD PETER MADDOX
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APPLAUSE: Shane Chen, Nicholas Waters, Helen Ireland and Zoe Knighton make up the Flinders Quartet.  

Tipping a cap to
Uralla women
AS A tribute to International Women’s Day,
McCrossin’s Mill Museum has installed a novel
exhibition, Hats Off To The Ladies.

The exhibition came about after a derogatory
comment was written in the museum’s visitors’
book, Uralla Historical Society’s publicity officer
Ann Hacker said.

“This was most unusual because, apart from
this one exception, visitors are most impressed,
and write very positive, even glowing comments
about the museum,” Ms Hacker said.  

“Part of this negative comment was the fact
that there were ‘no women’ featured in any of
the exhibitions.”

In response to this, the committee asked Kent
Mayo to come up with a concept to redress the
gender imbalance.

Mr Mayor and a small team of volunteers
have been working on the project ever since. 

“The idea is to have a permanent exhibition to
feature four local and-or regional women’s stories,
the subjects to be changed to celebrate International
Women’s Day each year,” Mr Mayo said.

The chosen four for 2016–17 are Uralla
Shire’s four women councillors Leanne Cooper,
Karen Dusting, Daphne Field and Isabel Strutt.

“The ladies have been so keen and co-
operative.  

“Sometimes it’s not easy sharing your private
history, thoughts and trinkets with complete
strangers, but that is what these ladies have
done.

“Our little team has really enjoyed designing
this installation.” 

The official opening of Hats Off To The
Ladies will be performed by New England
Conservatorium of Music director Susanne
James, University of New England academic
Lorina Barker and regional identity Susie Dunn,
at 3pm on Friday, April 1.

“Everybody is most welcome . . . even blokes,”
society president Sue Singleton said. 

“As long as they wear a hat.”
McCrossin’s Mill is in Salisbury Street, Uralla.


