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FLINDERS QUARTET “THE OFFERING” 
 

Flinders Quartet to premiere new works by Elena Kats-Chernin and Stuart 
Greenbaum in its upcoming September concerts  

 
The musical links between Dmitri Shostakovich and Elena Kats-Chernin may not be evident at first 
but there is no doubt that one of the Soviet Union’s greatest musical exports still resonates in Kats-
Chernin’s psyche. She writes, “... his Preludes and Fugues are a constant on my piano at home, I 
tend to look and play through them regularly.” Becoming quite the first lady of Australian 
composition, Kats-Chernin is one of the country’s most loved composers. Her overriding positivity 
is a constant in her output and her latest work, Piano Quintet No. 1 The Offering (commissioned 
with support from Chris Arnold and Margot Costanzo), is no exception. Flinders Quartet says it is 
deeply honoured to be premiering this work, which it will perform next month in Eltham, Southbank 
and Romsey with guest pianist, Benjamin Martin. “Elena’s music seems to leap off the page,” says 
cellist Zoe Knighton. “We devoured this score on the first play through the same way you would a 
great novel. Audiences are going to love it.” 
 
As one of Australia’s premier chamber ensembles, having toured internationally and nationally, the 
group places great importance on composers from its home soil. Stuart Greenbaum has been 
Flinders Quartet’s featured composer in 2016, and in this, the final program for the 2016 season, 
Flinders Quartet will perform Greenbaum’s lovely new vignette, 4 before (and after) 5, before 
welcoming guest pianist Benjamin Martin back to the stage for Brahms’ piano quintet in F minor. 
 
Praised for its vivacity, enlightened interpretations and fresh approach, FQ is set to bring this great 
music to a broad audience. 
 
Tickets for FQ’s 2016 concerts at Montsalvat, Collins Street Baptist Church and Melbourne Recital 
Centre are available through Melbourne Recital Centre: melbournerecital.com.au or 03 9699 3333. 
 
PROGRAM DATES & DETAILS 
“THE OFFERING” 
SHOSTAKOVICH String Quartet No. 5 in B flat major, Op. 92 
KATS-CHERNIN Piano Quintet No. 1 The Offering * 
GREENBAUM 4 before (and after) 5 ^ 
BRAHMS Piano Quintet in F minor, Op. 34 
* Premiere, commissioned by Flinders Quartet with support from Chris Arnold and Margot Costanzo 
^ Premiere, commissioned by Flinders Quartet 
 
ELTHAM Sunday 25 September, 2.30pm, Montsalvat Barn Gallery 
MELBOURNE Tuesday 27 September, 1.00pm, Collins Street Baptist Church^ 
SOUTHBANK Thursday 29 September, 7.00pm, Melbourne Recital Centre (Salon) 
ROMSEY Sunday 9 October, 2.30pm, Cope Williams Winery [tickets copewilliams.com.au] 
^ one-hour string quartet concert (no guest artist), please visit flindersquartet.com for program details 
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FLINDERS QUARTET 
Violins  Shane Chen & Nicholas Waters 
Viola  Helen Ireland 
Cello  Zoe Knighton 

“Their shading, rhythmic pliability and tautness of ensemble are impeccable.” 
 — LIMELIGHT MAGAZINE, December 2015 

 
Flinders Quartet (FQ) is instantly recognisable as one of Australia’s most loved chamber music 
ensembles. A quartet for the twenty-first century, FQ continues its second decade with acknowledged 
musical skill and maturity. The group's dynamic and stirring performances of a full spectrum of 
repertoire have audiences and critics articulating their esteem, and the quartet is a highly respected 
force in Australian chamber music. 

FQ regularly commissions and premiered works by Australian composers. Earlier in 2016, the quartet 
premiered Stuart Greenbaum sixth string quartet, “The Lonely Planet”, and will premiere Elena Kats-
Chernin’s first piano quintet in September. A new work by Calvin Bowman is slated for premiere in 
2017. In its ongoing mission to further the Australian tradition of chamber music, FQ has previously 
commissioned and premiered works by Katy Abbott, Ross Edwards, Richard Mills, Paul Dean, Paul 
Grabowsky, Andrew Ford, Ian Munro and Peter Sculthorpe. 

Vanguards of the Melbourne chamber music scene, FQ initiated its own annual subscription series in 
2002. The series has gained momentum each year, and the quartet now enjoys programming and 
presenting its own season in three Melbourne venues. 

The quartet is regularly invited to perform and tour for chamber music presenters such as Musica Viva, 
and is in demand at festivals throughout Australia often in association with some of the country’s finest 
talents, including Slava Grigoryan, Kristian Chong, Ian Munro, Paul Dean, Karin Schaupp, Genevieve 
Lacey and Jayson Gillham. International engagements have taken FQ to the UK, Singapore, Canada, 
and most recently, Sweden and Finland, where it was invited to perform the complete string quartets by 
Sibelius. 

Building on its 2006 Limelight Award and 2007 Melbourne Prize for Music nomination, FQ was 
nominated for a 2007 ARIA (Australian Recording Industry Association) award for its performance of 
Gillian Whitehead’s "Bright Forms Return" in collaboration with new music ensemble Halcyon. In 2010, 
Flinders was again nominated for the Melbourne Prize for Music, and in 2011 received an ARIA 
nomination for its CD release with Karin Schaupp (guitar), "Fandango". 

FQ was Radio 3MBS FM’s inaugural Artists in Residence, a position held until 2006. The quartet 
continues to receive regular airplay on that station, as well as on ABC Classic FM, Sydney’s Fine Music 
FM, various other Australian stations, BBC Radio 3, and on Finland’s Radio Vega. 

FQ’s first commercial CD release, "Reinventions" with Genevieve Lacey, met with critical and popular 
acclaim and was re-released on the ABC Classics label in 2015, reaching #1 on the ARIA Core 
Classical album chart. Also on the ABC Classics label is its ARIA-nominated 2011 release, "Fandango" 
with Karin Schaupp, and 2015 release "Intimate Voices: Sibelius String Quartets". 

The members of Flinders Quartet have a steadfast commitment to the development of Australian 
chamber music, musicians and audiences. As teachers and mentors they regularly work with the 
Australian Youth Orchestra and its developmental programs for young chamber groups.  They also 
work with the Victorian Amateur Chamber Music Society, and are regularly invited to tutor at secondary 
and tertiary institutions throughout Australia including the University of Melbourne. 

“... Flinders Quartet displayed seamless ensemble as well as profound understanding of the music they 
played.” – ARMIDALE EXPRESS, March 2016 

“... the quartet sounded as if they had been playing together for a lifetime: unity of interpretation, tight 
ensemble, fine balance, matched tone, and fluent dialogues between solo and collective lines.”  

– THE AUSTRALIAN, May 2014 
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GUEST ARTIST BIOGRAPHY 
Benjamin Martin - piano 
Identified by Newsday NY as an 'Excellent craftsman', The New York Times as 'Distinctive, 
arresting in style' and The Australian in 2000 as ‘The best young talent for the new millennium’, 
pianist/composer Benjamin Martin has become known as an artist of exceptional versatility and 
subtlety of expression.  A child-prodigy, Benjamin aged thirteen memorized Schumann's Carnaval 
in two days, and by the age of eighteen had a repertoire of some two-hundred and fifty works plus 
twenty-five concertos.   
 
A graduate of the Juilliard School where he was a student of John Browning, Benjamin has 
received numerous awards including the Queen Elizabeth Grant, first prize in the Hepzibah 
Menuhin Memorial Award, The Marten Bequest Scholarship and two scholarships to the 
Tanglewood Summer Festival (as a pianist in 1987 and composer in 1988), where he was first 
introduced to Leonard Bernstein.  His teachers have included Alexander Semetsky, Maria Clodes-
Jaguaribe, Stephen McIntyre and Dorothy Taubman.   
 
He has performed throughout Australia and toured the United States, Europe and Asia, performing 
solo and duo-recitals with such artists as Alina Ibragimova, Joshua Bell, Pekka Kuusisto, Richard 
Tognetti, Dimitri Berlinsky, Raphael and Elizabeth Wallfisch, Janice Martin, Steven Davislim, Boris 
Baraz, Eiji Oue and the Utrecht Quartet.  Benjamin has also given numerous Premieres including 
the New York Premiere of Two Pianos by Morton Gould (associate artist M.Herskowitz) and Brett 
Dean’s Elegy (with cellist Emma-Jane Murphy).  In 2013 he performed with Barry Humphries and 
the ACO in a national tour. 
 
Benjamin has developed a life-long interest in conceptual arguments formed often - but not 
exclusively - upon musically-related and interrelated ideas, which he regards as a natural 
extension of his performance and composing activities.  As a result of this skill he is often 
consulted in matters pertaining to musical discourse, which extend beyond traditional boundaries 
of thought.  Similarly, teaching and chamber-music is no less an important extension of one's 
musical activities, hence why Benjamin has always been a dedicated teacher at The University of 
Melbourne Music Faculty and pianist for Firebird Trio. 
 
Benjamin is a critically acclaimed recording-artist and also appears in a film titled 'Memories of 
John Browning'.  His discography includes three CD's with the great German violist Hartmut 
Lindemann for Tacet Records and releases with Bis and Chandos. He has made a series of three 
recordings with Melba Recordings.  Of his recently released debut solo CD In the Wake of the 
Great War - featuring 20th century English music - Barry Tuckwell wrote 'I was knocked out by 
Benjamin Martin's recording.  Sensational playing and an imaginative program', while The Bax 
Society Website's Richard Adams wrote of Martin's Bax Third and Bridge Sonatas 'compelling, 
volatile, and shattering'. 
 
benjaminmartin.com 
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FEATURED COMPOSER BIOGRAPHY 

Stuart Greenbaum - 2016 featured composer 
 

With a catalogue of over 190 works written for the concert stage, Stuart Greenbaum’s music is 
heard regularly in Australia and abroad. Nelson, a 3–act opera with libretto by Ross Baglin, was 
presented in London in 2005 and premiered in full at the 2007 Castlemaine State Festival. Their 
second opera, The Parrot Factory, received a 5-show season in 2010 staged by Victorian Opera at 
The Malthouse. Major choral works include The Foundling, commissioned by Cantori New York in 
1997 and From the Beginning commissioned for the sesquicentenary of the Royal Melbourne 
Philharmonic in 2003. 
 
Greenbaum’s orchestral output includes works for the SSO, MSO, AYO and recently City Lights a 
Mile Up, commissioned by the Tasmanian Symphony orchestra. Major chamber works have been 
written for The Australia Ensemble, Southern Cross Soloists, Ensemble Liaison and the Grigoryan 
Brothers. 
 
He was a Featured Composer at the 2006 Aurora Festival, resident composer at the 2009 Port 
Fairy Spring Music Festival and Composer in Focus at the 2009 Bangalow Music Festival. In 2009 
he was Australia's representative for the Trans-Tasman Composer Exchange, working in Auckland 
with NZTrio on a new piano trio, The Year Without a Summer, which toured nationally for Chamber 
Music New Zealand, in Sydney for the ISCM World New Music Days (2010) and internationally at 
the City of London Festival (2011). He was Featured Composer with the Flinders Quartet in 2016. 
 
Prizes include the Dorian Le Galliene Composition Award, the Heinz Harant Prize, and the Albert 
H. Maggs Composition Award. 90 Minutes Circling the Earth won Orchestral Work of the Year at 
the 2008 Classical Music Awards. 
 
Having studied composition with Broadstock and Conyngham at the University of Melbourne, 
Greenbaum now holds a position in the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music as Professor and 
Head of Composition. 
 
stuartgreenbaum.com 


