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Since being voted number two in Australia’s top 100 chamber works by ABC Classic FM 
listeners, many have tried to distil Schubert’s quintet for string quartet and cello into 
soundbite comparisons without success; but the founding cellist of Flinders Quartet, Zoe 
Knighton, has a go: 
 
“Schubert’s music has a humaneness and an honesty that is immensely touching. Everyone 
has their own unique relationship with his melodies, particularly in his later works. In a 
large classical work like this, there are often a few moments that make the hair on the 
back of your neck stand up, but this work is crammed full of them. When I first played this 
at music camp 25 years ago the music was so overwhelming, I had to stop playing - one of 
the best experiences of my life. We have been itching to play with Tipi [Timo-Veikko 
Valve] for so many years as we adore his approach to music making. We can’t believe the 
moment is finally here.” 
 
The addition of Valve’s 1729 Giuseppe Guarneri Filius Andreae cello to Flinders Quartet’s 
already rich sonority in sound promises to be one of the highlights over the quartet’s 17 
year history.  
 
Not content to rest on this masterpiece alone, Valve will also join the quartet in a version 
for string quintet of Boccherini’s most popular work - the ‘Fandango’ quintet which 
Flinders recorded with guitarist, Karin Schaupp, in 2010. This piece famously requires the 
second cellist to take on a doubling role with the castanets; a job which Knighton takes 
very seriously.  
 
“I have my own proper set of castanets and I have had a few lessons - the challenge is 
really quite exciting.” 
 
Recently, Flinders Quartet acknowledged its incredible contribution to the expansion of 
Australia’s string quartet repertoire with a commitment to record the works it has 
commissioned and to give them repeat performances. Peter Sculthorpe’s String Quartet 
No. 18, written for the group for its 10th birthday celebrations in 2010, is the first cab off 
the rank. 



 
Knighton reminisces: 
 
“We had the great privilege of working with Peter on this work and I will always 
remember his generosity in his music making. It simply pours out in this piece and I always 
find it deeply moving to play.” 
 
Flinders Quartet will perform this special program in one of Melbourne’s hidden gems for 
chamber music - Hawthorn Arts Centre. Since being refurbished, the group thinks it has 
one of the most sublime acoustics and atmospheres as well as being the perfect size.  
 
“Certain venues inspire magical performances and this is definitely one of the best in the 
country.” 
 
The group will also tour this program to the increasingly popular Independent Theatre in 
Sydney and the Hobart Town Hall (for Musica Viva Tasmania). 
 
PROGRAM DATES & DETAILS 
PETER SCULTHORPE  String Quartet No. 18 
Jointly commissioned in 2010 by Edinburgh Festival for Tokyo String Quartet and Peter and Leila Doyle for Flinders Quartet 
LUIGI BOCCHERINI String Quintet in G major Fandango 
FRANZ SCHUBERT String Quintet in C major, D.956 

HOBART - Thursday 15 June, 8.00pm | Musica Viva Tasmania, Hobart Town Hall | 
mvt.org.au 
SYDNEY - Sunday 18 June, 3.00pm | The Independent | theindependent.org.au 
HAWTHORN - Tuesday 20 June, 7.30pm | Hawthorn Arts Centre | 
hawthornartscentre.com.au 
 
Also in June^: 
PENINSULA - Friday 23 June, 7.30pm | Peninsula Music Society | pmsmusic.asn.au 
BALLARAT - Sunday 25 June, 2.30pm | The Lost Ones Contemporary Art Gallery | 
trybooking.com/265453 
MELBOURNE - Tuesday 27 June, 1.00pm | Collins Street Baptist Church | 
melbournerecital.com.au 
^string quartet concert (no guest artist), please visit flindersquartet.com for program details 
  

~ RELEASE ENDS ~ 
  



FLINDERS QUARTET 
Violins  Shane Chen & Nicholas Waters 

Viola  Helen Ireland 

Cello  Zoe Knighton 

Guest cello Timo-Veikko Valve 
 

“… precision and wonderful understanding.” — CLASSIKON, April 2017 
  

Flinders Quartet (FQ) is instantly recognisable as one of Australia’s most loved chamber 
music ensembles. A quartet for the twenty-first century, Flinders continues its second 
decade with acknowledged musical skill and maturity. Their dynamic and stirring 
performances of a full spectrum of repertoire have audiences and critics articulating their 
esteem, and the quartet is now a highly-respected force in Australian chamber music. 

FQ regularly commissions and premieres works by Australian composers. In 2016, the 
quartet premiered works by Stuart Greenbaum and Elena Kats-Chernin, while Calvin 
Bowman and Iain Grandage commissions and arrangements are slated for 2017. In their 
ongoing mission to further the Australian tradition of chamber music, FQ has previously 
commissioned and premiered works by Katy Abbott, Ross Edwards, Richard Mills, Paul 
Dean, Paul Grabowsky, Andrew Ford, Ian Munro, Tom Henry and Peter Sculthorpe. In 
2016, FQ launched its inaugural composer workshop initiative, working with emerging 
Australian composers. 

Vanguards of the Melbourne chamber music scene, FQ initiated their own annual 
subscription series in 2002. The series has gained momentum each year, and the quartet 
now enjoys programming and presenting their own season in four Melbourne venues. 

The quartet is regularly invited to perform and tour for chamber music presenters such as 
Musica Viva, and is in demand at festivals throughout Australia often in association with 
some of the country’s finest talents, including Paul Dean, Kristian Chong, Ian Munro, Paul 
Dean, Karin Schaupp, Genevieve Lacey and Jayson Gillham. International engagements 
have taken them to the UK, Singapore, Canada, and most recently, Sweden and Finland, 
where they were invited to perform the complete string quartets by Sibelius. 

Building on its 2006 Limelight Award and 2007 Melbourne Prize for Music nomination, FQ 
was nominated for a 2007 ARIA (Australian Recording Industry Association) award for its 
performance of Gillian Whitehead’s "Bright Forms Return" in collaboration with new music 
ensemble Halcyon. In 2010, Flinders was again nominated for the Melbourne Prize for 
Music, and in 2011 received an ARIA nomination for its CD release with Karin Schaupp 
(guitar), "Fandango". 



FQ was Radio 3MBS FM’s inaugural Artists in Residence, a position they held until 2006. 
The quartet continues to receive regular airplay on that station, as well as on ABC Classic 
FM, Sydney’s Fine Music FM, various other Australian stations, and on Finland’s Radio 
Vega and the UK’s BBC Three. 

FQ’s first commercial CD release, "Reinventions" with Genevieve Lacey, met with critical 
and popular acclaim and was re-released on the ABC Classics label in 2015, reaching #1 on 
the ARIA Core Classical album chart. Also on the ABC Classics label is its ARIA-nominated 
2011 release, "Fandango" with Karin Schaupp, and 2015 release "Intimate Voices: Sibelius 
String Quartets". In 2017, FQ will record and release a CD of Australian works 
commissioned and/or premiered by the quartet. 

The members of Flinders Quartet have a steadfast commitment to the development of 
Australian chamber music, musicians and audiences. As teachers and mentors they 
regularly work with the Australian Youth Orchestra and its developmental programs for 
young chamber groups.  They also work with the Victorian Amateur Chamber Music 
Society, and are regularly invited to tutor at secondary and tertiary institutions throughout 
Australia including the University of Melbourne. 

“I could hardly praise the playing of the Flinders Quartet more highly: accurate and 
perceptive with excellent timing and coordination.” — BACHTRACK, March 2016 

“... Flinders Quartet displayed seamless ensemble as well as profound understanding of 
the music they played.” – ARMIDALE EXPRESS, March 2016 

 

  



GUEST ARTIST BIOGRAPHY 

Timo-Veikko Valve - cello 
     
Timo-Veikko “Tipi” Valve is one of the most versatile musicians of his generation 
performing as a soloist, chamber musician and orchestral leader on both modern and 
period instruments. 
      
Valve studied at the Sibelius Academy in his home town of Helsinki and at the Edsberg 
Music Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, focusing in solo performance and chamber music in 
both institutions. 
      
Tipi has performed as a soloist with all major orchestras in Finland and as a chamber 
musician throughout Europe, Asia, Australia and the US. He works closely with a number 
of Finnish composers and has commissioned new works for the instrument. Most recently 
Valve has premiered concertos by Aulis Sallinen and Olli Virtaperko. Highlights in the 
2012-13 season include the world premieres of two new cello concertos written for him by 
Eero Hämeenniemi and Olli Koskelin. 
      
In 2006 Valve was appointed Principal Cello of the Australian Chamber Orchestra with 
whom he frequently appears as soloist. He also curates the ACO’s chamber music series 
at Pier 2/3 in Walsh Bay, Sydney. Tipi is a founding member of Jousia Ensemble and 
Jousia Quartet. 
      
Valve’s instrument is attributed to both Giuseppe Guarneri (filius Andreæ) and Bartolomeo 
Giuseppe Guarneri (del Gesù) from 1729, generously on loan from Mr Peter William Weiss 
AO. 
      
"His tone was so stunningly beautiful that a single note emitting from his instrument 
communicated more than others can express in a lifetime." Chicago Classical Music 
      
"His technical command of a magnificent Guarneri instrument allowed a wider range of 
dynamics, enabling him to unlock more imaginative possibilities from the notes on the 
page...his awareness of sonority within the ambient space allowing vividly shaped phrases 
to hang in the air...This was deeply expressive playing." Limelight Magazine 
      
Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Jwj5eQpb8w  
     
timo-veikkovalve.fi 


