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MEDIA ENQUIRIES: Wendy Avilov wendy@flindersquartet.com 0417 798 523 
VENUE AND TICKETING INFORMATION: http://www.flindersquartet.com/2019  

IMAGES: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9mcsj15e846w5ym/AABiucEVDPqASa0yP8UA2w_Sa?dl=0 
2019 SEASON VIDEO: https://vimeo.com/299105762 

 
  

FLINDERS QUARTET ANNOUNCE 2019 SEASON 
 

 
 
An ensemble whose mission is to ensure everyone has a chance to fall in love with the music of the string quartet, 
Flinders Quartet’s commitment to the continued growth of the genre is second to none.  
 
For 2019, Flinders Quartet has curated a season program that takes musical risks, adds lashes of quartet favourites 
with Haydn, Debussy and Schumann, and continues to push the creative boundaries with its take on a 21st century 
Shostakovich cycle: 15 string quartets in 75 minutes. Add in a new work by Stuart Greenbaum for erhu, recorder and 
string quartet, and Flinders Quartet’s 2019 season sees them living up to their reputation as bold musicians of 
creativity and generosity. 
 
The new year sees Flinders Quartet refreshed and ready to go with the appointment of violinist, Thibaud Pavlovic-
Hobba. Thibaud’s career has been a fast trajectory from ANAM to a permanent part-time position with the Australian 
Chamber Orchestra, allowing him to devote the rest of the year to Flinders Quartet. “We were looking for someone 
willing to take musical risks with us and Thibaud has that right mix of curiosity, know-how and experience to join us 
on our next adventure,” says cellist, Zoe Knighton. 
 
Also in 2019, Flinders Quartet launches the career of Matthew Laing from its Composer Development Program; 
promoting his journey from 2017 participant, to a residency at All That We Are artist retreat in Hobart, and having his 
first full string quartet premiered in 2019 in Flinders Quartet’s season. Laing was also recently awarded an Ian Potter 
Cultural Trust grant to support his travel to Berlin to mentor with musician and composer, Brett Dean, with whom he 
will work on the Flinders Quartet commission. 
 
Celebrating the life of impresario, Clifford Hocking, Flinders Quartet has announced that it will be dedicating one of 
its concerts each year to the man who was instrumental in giving the quartet its first ‘leg up’ as a professional 
ensemble. In 2019, this special concert will be a cross-cultural program involving erhu and recorder, shining a light 



 

 

on Debussy’s fascination with Asian sonorities. Joined by long-time friend of the quartet, Genevieve Lacey, and 
celebrated erhu virtuoso, Hao Zheng, it promises a unique musical feast. 
 

Subscriptions and single tickets for FQ’s 2019 season are now available now through 
Melbourne Recital Centre melbournerecital.com.au or 03 9699 3333 

 
~ RELEASE ENDS ~ 

 

PROGRAM DATES AND DETAILS 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 TOUR:  QUARTET 
 

MATTHEW LAING New Commission*  
ROBERT SCHUMANN String Quartet No. 3 in A major, Op. 41, No. 3 
JOSEPH HAYDN String Quartet Op. 64, No. 3 
* World premiere; Laing was a 2017 FQ Composer Development Program participant 
 
ELTHAM Sunday 24 February, 2.30pm, Montsalvat Barn Gallery 
MELBOURNE Tuesday 26 February, 1.00pm, Collins Street Baptist Church^ 
SOUTHBANK Thursday 28 February, 7.00pm, Melbourne Recital Centre (Primrose Potter Salon) 
^ one-hour lunchtime concert, please visit flindersquartet.com for specific program details 
 
 
JUNE 2019 COMPOSER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
 
Flinders Quartet’s fourth annual Composer Development Program will focus on up to six works for string quartet by emerging 
Australian composers. The program involves open-to-the-public workshops with FQ and Stuart Greenbaum, studio recording, 
and a live-streamed and recorded public performance. 
 
The open-to-the-public aspects of the program are free and will be held in the Performance Space at Library at the Dock, 
Docklands: 
Workshops: Monday 17 June and Tuesday 18 June, 10.00am to 4.00pm 
Performance: Saturday 22 June, 6.00pm 
 
Submissions for this program are open now and close Friday 5 April 2019.  
 
 
JULY-AUGUST 2019 TOUR:  SHOSTAKOVICH: through the lens of the string quartet 
 

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH String Quartet Cycle 
Selected movements from the string quartets of Shostakovich, curated by Flinders Quartet and dramaturge, Richard Piper 
 
MELBOURNE Tuesday 30 July, 1.00pm, Collins Street Baptist Church^ 
NORTH SYDNEY Sunday 28 July, 3.30pm, The Independent 
ELTHAM Sunday 4 August, 2.30pm, Montsalvat Barn Gallery 
SOUTHBANK Monday 5 August, 7.00pm, Melbourne Recital Centre (Primrose Potter Salon) 
^ one-hour lunchtime concert, please visit flindersquartet.com for specific program details 
 
 

OCTOBER 2019 TOUR:  TRANSLATIONS 
 

with guest artists Genevieve Lacey (recorders) and Hao Zheng (erhu) 
 
ZHAO ZHANG String Quartet No. 1 Totem 
CLAUDE DEBUSSY String Quartet in G minor, Op. 10 
PETER SCULTHORPE Song for Neilma (for recorder and string quartet) 
GANG CHEN arr. JULIAN YU “Tashkurgan in the Sunshine” (for erhu and string quartet) 
STUART GREENBAUM Translations* for erhu, string quartet and recorder 
*Commissioned by Carrillo Gantner for his wife, Ziyin Wang Gantner 

 
MELBOURNE Tuesday 15 October, 1.00pm, Collins Street Baptist Church^ 
SOUTHBANK Wednesday 16 October, 7.00pm, Melbourne Recital Centre (Primrose Potter Salon) 
ELTHAM Sunday 20 October, 2.30pm, Montsalvat Barn Gallery  
^ one-hour lunchtime concert, no guest artists, please visit flindersquartet.com for specific program details 



 

 

 
FLINDERS QUARTET 
 

 “... Flinders Quartet displays a tight ensemble with exemplary intonation ... We are indeed fortunate to have resident in Australia a quartet of 
this very high calibre.” — CLASSIKON, July 2017 

 
Flinders Quartet (FQ) is instantly recognisable as one of Australia’s most loved chamber music ensembles. A quartet for the 
twenty-first century, FQ continues its second decade with acknowledged musical skill and maturity. The group's dynamic and 
stirring performances of a full spectrum of repertoire have audiences and critics articulating their esteem, and the quartet is a 
highly-respected force in Australian chamber music. 

FQ regularly commissions and premieres works by Australian composers. In 2018, the quartet premiered new works by Andrew 
Ford and Iain Grandage; and revisited a commissioned work by Calvin Bowman. In their ongoing mission to further the 
Australian tradition of chamber music, FQ has previously commissioned and premiered works by Katy Abbott, Ross Edwards, 
Elena Kats-Chernin, Stuart Greenbaum, Paul Dean, Paul Grabowsky, Andrew Ford, Ian Munro and Tom Henry. In 2016, FQ 
launched its Composer Development Program, working with emerging Australian composers, one of whom, Matthew Laing, 
features in their 2019 season. 
 
Vanguards of the Melbourne chamber music scene, FQ initiated its own annual subscription series in 2002. The series has gained 
momentum each year, and the quartet now enjoys programming and presenting its own season in three Melbourne venues. 

The quartet is regularly invited to perform and tour for chamber music presenters such as Musica Viva, and is in demand at 
festivals throughout Australia often in association with some of the country’s finest talents, including Slava Grigoryan, Kristian 
Chong, Ian Munro, Paul Dean, Karin Schaupp, Genevieve Lacey and Jayson Gillham. International engagements have taken FQ to 
the UK, Singapore, Canada, and most recently, Sweden and Finland, where its was invited to perform the complete string 
quartets by Sibelius. 

Building on its 2006 Limelight Award and 2007 Melbourne Prize for Music nomination, FQ was nominated for a 2007 ARIA 
(Australian Recording Industry Association) award for its performance of Gillian Whitehead’s "Bright Forms Return" in 
collaboration with new music ensemble Halcyon. In 2010, Flinders was again nominated for the Melbourne Prize for Music, and 
in 2011 received an ARIA nomination for its CD release with Karin Schaupp (guitar), "Fandango". 

FQ was Radio 3MBS FM’s inaugural Artists in Residence, a position held until 2006. The quartet continues to receive regular 
airplay on that station, as well as on ABC Classic FM, Sydney’s Fine Music FM, various other Australian stations, and on Finland’s 
Radio Vega and the UK’s BBC Three. 

FQ’s first commercial CD release, “Reinventions” with Genevieve Lacey, met with critical and popular acclaim and was re-
released on the ABC Classics label in 2015, reaching #1 on the ARIA Core Classical Album Chart. Also on the ABC Classics label is 
their ARIA-nominated 2011 release, “Fandango”, with Karin Schaupp, and 2015 release “Intimate Voices: Sibelius String 
Quartets”. In late 2018, FQ will release a 2-CD set of four Australian works commissioned and/or premiered by the quartet. 

The members of Flinders Quartet have a steadfast commitment to the development of Australian chamber music, musicians and 
audiences. As teachers and mentors, they regularly work with the Australian Youth Orchestra and its developmental programs 
for young chamber groups.  They also work with the Victorian Amateur Chamber Music Society, and are regularly invited to 
tutor at secondary and tertiary institutions throughout Australia including the University of Melbourne. In 2018, Flinders Quartet 
were appointed Artistic Patrons of John Noble’s Quartet Program. 
 
 
GUEST ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 
 
GENEVIEVE LACEY (recorders) is a recorder virtuoso, serial collaborator and artistic director, with a significant recording 
catalogue and a career as an international soloist. 
 
She’s commissioned and premiered works by composers as diverse as Erkki-Sven Tuur (Estonia), Elena Kats-Chernin (Australia), 
John Surman (UK), Peter Sculthorpe (Australia), Christian Fennesz (Austria), Ben Frost (Iceland), Paul Grabowsky (Australia) and 
Nico Muhly (USA). Genevieve also creates large-scale collaborative projects, recent examples including Pleasure Garden (an 
interactive sound sculpture), one-infinity (a music-dance piece with Jun Tian Fang, Beijing Dance Theatre, Dance North, 
composer Max de Wardener and choreographer-director Gideon Obarzanek, 2016-), Life in Music (a 5-part series, written, 
composed and narrated by Genevieve for ABC Radio National, 2015), Namatjira (a theatre piece, and now a feature 
documentary film, 2010-17). 



 

 

Her wide-ranging musical interests have seen her playing for the Queen in Westminster Abbey, representing Australian culture 
with a performance at the Lindau International Convention of Nobel Laureates, playing as a concerto soloist in the BBC Proms, 
making music in a prison in remote Western Australia, and at the opening night of the London Jazz Festival. Her repertoire spans 
ten centuries and collaborators include filmmakers Sophie Raymond and Marc Silver, the Australian Chamber Orchestra, Danish 
pipe and tabor player Poul Høxbro, playwright-director Scott Rankin, and iconic Australian singer-songwriter Paul Kelly. 
Genevieve has also performed as soloist with Academy of Ancient Music, English Concert, Concerto Copenhagen, Tapiola and 
Kymi Sinfonietta, St Petersburg Chamber Orchestra, Korean Symphony Orchestra, Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra and all the 
major Australian Symphony Orchestras. 

Genevieve has won two ARIAs (Australian Recording Industry Awards), a Helpmann Award, Australia Council, Freedman and 
Churchill Fellowships and Outstanding Musician, Melbourne Prize for Music. She holds degrees (including a doctorate) in music 
and English literature from universities in Melbourne, Switzerland and Denmark. 

In 2018, Genevieve is Artist in Residence at Melbourne Recital Centre, she takes on a new role as Artistic Advisor to UKARIA, and 
continues as Chair of the Australian Music Centre board, and inaugural Artistic Director of FutureMakers, Musica Viva Australia’s 
artist leadership program. 

Web: genevievelacey.com 

 
HAO ZHENG (erhu) Born in China, Hao learnt to play the Erhu at age of six. Just a year later he was accepted to study at the 
Primary School of Nanjing’s Academy of Arts, a well-known prestige school which is famous of its children ensembles which are 
formed by only accepting children with demonstrated talents in performing arts. Hao toured extensively throughout China and 
overseas playing with the ensemble and performed as a soloist. He then studied in the conservatory attached to Nanjing 
University of the Arts before migrated to Australia in 1995.  
 
Since then Hao has performed in many high profile concerts, festivals and music events in his new home country. These have 
included the ABC’s “Music Deli”, the Melbourne Festival, Four Winds Festival, the Port Fairy Folk Festival and many major 
corporate events. In 2008 he was invited by the Australian film music composer David Hirschfelder to record soundtracks for the 
Hollywood movie Children of Huang Shi. In 2010 he was invited by another successful Australian film music composer, Frank 
Strangio, to record soundtracks for the American film Dragon Pearl featuring actor Sam Neill. In 2011, he was accompanied by 
the string members of Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, performing, Horse Racing, an Erhu solo piece re-arranged by the 
Australian composer, Julian Yu. Hao Zheng has been a member of the Australian Chinese Ensemble since 1997. His extensive 
repertoire ranges from the traditional to the contemporary and from the East to the West. 

Web: haozheng-erhu 
 
 
 

 
 

FLINDERS QUARTET 
Melbourne’s string quartet since 2000 

www.flindersquartet.com 


