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2019 PROGRAM TWO ‘SHOSTAKOVICH’ – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES: Wendy Avilov wendy@flindersquartet.com 0417 798 523 

VENUE AND TICKETING INFORMATION: flindersquartet.com/2019-progam-2 
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SHOSTAKOVICH AS SEEN THROUGH THE LENS OF THE STRING QUARTET 
  
Inspired by Wendy Lesser’s book Music for Silenced Voices, Melbourne’s FLINDERS QUARTET is pushing creative 
boundaries with its take on a 21st century Shostakovich cycle: surmising Shostakovich’s life through his string quartets 
in a condensed 80-minute concert program. Together with well-loved director and dramaturge, Richard Piper, Flinders 
Quartet tell the story of Shostakovich through the lens of selected harrowing string quartet movements that articulate 
alienation, oppression, persecution and the fears of asylum seekers; curated with accompanying projected images and 
the spoken word. It’s a story that speaks of a man loyal to his friends (sometimes to a fault) and living in constant fear. 
 
“We wanted to give the audience a different type of experience to one that comes from reading a biography or essay. 
Shostakovich was such an intriguing man of many layers and complexities, we are experiencing much more of a 
closeness to him through this project.” says cellist, Zoe Knighton 
 
Is it a 21st century cycle that is playing to an audience of reduced concentration spans? 
 
“Not necessarily,” says Knighton. “This project is intensely immersive. Audiences will discover a different perspective 
to this man and his music and hopefully hear these movements in a fresh way. The story centres around his relationship 
with the Beethoven Quartet and the relationship between composer and performer and the people around him. It 
feels really personal to us entering the music from a musician’s perspective. The music of Shostakovich remains the 
heart of the project” 
 
This is not their first foray into mixing the string quartet with other mediums. Flinders Quartet has developed an 
enviable reputation as musicians that are fearless in their pursuit of artistic excellence and new projects. This concert 
promises to set a new benchmark for innovative chamber music. 
 

Visit flindersquartet.com for booking details or click the links below. 
 

~ RELEASE ENDS ~ 

 
PROGRAM DATES AND DETAILS 
 
JULY-AUGUST 2019 TOUR:  SHOSTAKOVICH: through the lens of the string quartet 
 

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH String Quartet Cycle 
Selected movements from the string quartets of Shostakovich, curated by Flinders Quartet and dramaturge, Richard 
Piper 
 
ARMIDALE Thursday 25 July, 7.00pm, Musica Viva Armidale* TICKETS 

COFFS HARBOUR Saturday 27 July, 7.30pm, Coffs Harbour Music Society TICKETS 
NORTH SYDNEY Sunday 28 July, 3.30pm, The Independent  TICKETS 
MELBOURNE Tuesday 30 July, 1.00pm, Collins Street Baptist Church^  TICKETS 
ELTHAM Sunday 4 August, 2.30pm, Montsalvat Barn Gallery  TICKETS 
SOUTHBANK Monday 5 August, 7.00pm, Melbourne Recital Centre (Primrose Potter Salon)  TICKETS 
* modified Shostakovich and Schumann program, visit musicavivaarmidale.org.au/flinders-quartet for specific program details 
^ one-hour lunchtime concert, please visit flindersquartet.com for specific program details 
 

 
 



 

 

 
FLINDERS QUARTET 
 

“... an exceptional standard of classical music in a way that feels warm and human.”  

- CLASSIC MELBOURNE, August 2018 

 

Flinders Quartet (FQ) is instantly recognisable as one of Australia’s most loved chamber music ensembles. A quartet 
for the twenty-first century, FQ approaches its third decade with acknowledged musical skill and maturity. The group's 
dynamic and stirring performances of a full spectrum of repertoire have audiences and critics articulating their esteem, 
and the quartet is a highly-respected force in Australian chamber music. 

Committed to industry development, FQ regularly commissions and premieres works by Australian composers. Their 
2019 season includes the premiere a new work by emerging composer (and 2017 FQ Composer Development Program 
participant), Matthew Laing as well as a Stuart Greenbaum’s new work for string quartet, recorder and erhu. In their 
ongoing mission to further the Australian tradition of chamber music, FQ has previously commissioned and premiered 
works by Peter Sculthorpe, Katy Abbott, Ross Edwards, Elena Kats-Chernin, Paul Dean, Paul Grabowsky, Iain Grandage, 
Calvin Bowman, Andrew Ford, Ian Munro and Tom Henry. In 2016, FQ launched its Composer Development Program, 
working to further the careers of emerging Australian composers, one of whom, Matthew Laing, features in their 2019 
season. 
 
Vanguards of the Melbourne chamber music scene, FQ initiated its own annual subscription series in 2002. The series 
has gained momentum each year, and the quartet now enjoys programming and presenting its own season in three 
Melbourne venues. 

The quartet is regularly invited to perform and tour for chamber music presenters such as Musica Viva, and is in demand 
at festivals throughout Australia often in association with some of the country’s finest talents, including Slava Grigoryan, 
Kristian Chong, Ian Munro, Paul Dean, Karin Schaupp, Genevieve Lacey and Jayson Gillham. International 
engagements have taken FQ to the UK, Singapore, Canada, and most recently, Sweden and Finland, where its was 
invited to perform the complete string quartets by Sibelius. 

Building on its 2006 Limelight Award and 2007 Melbourne Prize for Music nomination, FQ was nominated for a 2007 
ARIA (Australian Recording Industry Association) award for its performance of Gillian Whitehead’s "Bright Forms 
Return" in collaboration with new music ensemble Halcyon. In 2010, Flinders was again nominated for the Melbourne 
Prize for Music, and in 2011 received an ARIA nomination for its CD release with Karin Schaupp (guitar), "Fandango". 

FQ was Radio 3MBS FM’s inaugural Artists in Residence, a position held until 2006. The quartet continues to receive 
regular airplay on that station, as well as on ABC Classic FM, Sydney’s Fine Music FM, various other Australian stations, 
and on Finland’s Radio Vega and the UK’s BBC Three. 

FQ’s first commercial CD release, “Reinventions” with Genevieve Lacey, met with critical and popular acclaim and 
was re-released on the ABC Classics label in 2015, reaching #1 on the ARIA Core Classical Album Chart. Also on the 
ABC Classics label is their ARIA-nominated 2011 release, “Fandango”, with Karin Schaupp, and 2015 release 
“Intimate Voices: Sibelius String Quartets”. In 2018, FQ will released “The Offering”, a 2-CD set of four Australian 
works commissioned and/or premiered by the quartet. 

FQ have a steadfast commitment to the development of Australian chamber music, musicians and audiences. As 
teachers and mentors, they have worked with the Australian Youth Orchestra and its developmental programs for 
young chamber groups. They also work with the Victorian Amateur Chamber Music Society and are regularly invited 
to tutor at secondary and tertiary institutions throughout Australia and in 2018, FQ were appointed Artistic Patrons of 
John Noble’s Quartet Program; an initiative that reaches student and amateur musicians in regional Victorian through 
mentoring and shared performances. 
 
flindersquartet.com 


