
Flinders Quartet’s Artistic Program Description 2017 
  
Flinders Quartet’s (FQ) mission is to place the core repertoire of the string quartet into relevance 
in 21st century Australia. The group is committed to growing the core repertoire of the string 
quartet canon with more than just tokenistic commissioning. 
 
In 2017, FQ celebrates the ongoing influence of Franz Schubert. Guastavino was known as the 
“Schubert of the Pampas” and Australia’s Calvin Bowman is gaining a reputation as our own 
Schubert of the South. Performing the three mountains of Schubert’s string quartet repertoire in 
the same season highlights just how important a composer he was to be for those that followed. 
Each is an epic adventure in harmonic development, character development and the giddying 
heights of instrumental technique.  
      
PROGRAM ONE (MARCH 2017) 
 
Guastavino Three songs arranged for string quartet by Iain Grandage 
Calvin Bowman New work  
Schubert String Quartet in G, D.887 
      
Collins Street Baptist Church – Tuesday 21 March, 1.00pm (one-hour program) 
Melbourne Recital Centre Salon - Thursday 23 March, 7.00pm 
Montsalvat Barn Gallery - Sunday 26 March, 2.30pm 
(this program will also tour to regional Victoria; those performances are not part of this 
application)  
      
It seems bizarre, but a string quartet is the perfect vehicle to showcase three masters of song 
from across the globe. Four instrumentalists in lyrical conversation and reliving some of the 
most poignant songs and stories without words; Australia becomes the middle ground between 
Vienna and Buenos Aires. 
  
 
PROGRAM TWO (JUNE 2017) 
with guest artist, Timo-Veikko Valve (cello) 
 
Peter Sculthorpe String Quartet No. 18 
Boccherini String Quintet in D Major, G448 
Schubert String Quintet D. 910 
      
Hawthorn Town Hall – Tuesday 20 June, 7.30pm 
Collins Street Baptist Church – Tuesday 27 June, 1.00pm (one-hour program, no guest artist) 
(this program will also tour to Tasmania, NSW and regional Victoria; those performances are not 
part of this application)  
      
Perhaps Australia’s most loved composer, Peter Sculthorpe said of his compositions that he 
viewed his whole output as one slowly emerging work. The same can certainly be said of Luigi 
Boccherini and Franz Schubert: each of these works epitomises the canon of these three 
masters of the string quartet. In partnering with one of Australia’s greatest living cellists, Timo-
Veikko Valve, FQ embarks on an exciting musical dialogue and journey.  



PROGRAM THREE (SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017)  
 
Schubert A selection from “Die Winterreise” arranged by Calvin Bowman 
Richard Mills String Quartet No. 4 “Glimpses from my book of Dada” 
Schubert String Quartet in D minor D. 810 “Death and the Maiden” 
      
Collins Street Baptist Church – Tuesday 26 September, 1.00pm (one-hour program) 
Melbourne Recital Centre Salon - Thursday 28 September, 7.00pm 
Montsalvat Barn Gallery - Sunday 1 October, 2.30pm 
(this program will also tour to regional Victoria; those performances are not part of this 
application)  
      
Each of these works tell vivid, fantastical stories. From latte drinking airheads to a little girl 
having a conversation with Death, the myriad of colours produced by the string quartet are the 
perfect narrative tool. Calvin Bowman re-imagines Schubert’s seminal work “Die Winterreise” 
with these colours in mind, celebrating Schubert’s ongoing relevance and influence in 21st 
century Australia. 
 
COMPOSER WORKSHOP AND PERFORMANCE (NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017) 
 
FQ takes its role as Victoria’s premier string quartet very seriously, and being a true voice for 
Victoria’s composers is an essential part of its activity. In order to best serve the composers and 
to truly develop their compositional skills and personal voice, having a live, professional string 
quartet at their disposal is an invaluable tool. 
 
This workshop will involve up to eight new composers and their compositions, giving each of the 
participating composers a career-leveraging opportunity. Over the course of two weeks, the 
pieces will take shape and will be crafted to best showcase the composer’s intent. Any less time 
doesn’t respect the composer’s effort and lessens the worth of the resulting concert and 
recording. Partnership, creativity and an investment in the future of the string quartet is at the 
heart of this activity. 
 
The resulting concert at the Library at The Dock (Docklands) will be recorded, giving the 
composers a worthy calling card and documenting the development of chamber music in 
Victoria. There is the possibility for suitable compositions to be incorporated into the quartet’s 
existing repertoire. 


