
 
EARLY LEARNING THROUGH MUSIC 

 
 

I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy.  
But most importantly MUSIC for the patterns in music and all the arts  

are the keys to learning.  - Plato 
 
Flinders Quartet is seeking seed funding to research and create an interactive music program for 
4-8 year old children. Through this program, FQ will work with children in regional and remote 
communities, as well as children experiencing disadvantage who have limited ability to 
experience live musical engagement. 
 
Musical engagement in the early years has been proven to improve educational outcomes, and lays the 
foundations for successful school engagement and learning for many years. By Year 3, many children are 
locked into trajectories of ‘underperformance’ that often lead to disengagement, poor attendance and 
early exit from school (Geoff Masters, Chief Executive of the Australian Council for Educational 
Research).  These trajectories begin well before school and are apparent through widely varying levels of 
cognitive, language, physical, social and emotional development. Many children fall further behind with 
each year of school.  Enhancing levels of school readiness and intervening intensively during the early 
years provides the best chance of successful ongoing learning. 

 



 

 
Early music activities are an effective way to address this issue.  Music prepares the brain for more 
difficult tasks needed later by preparing the brain to work from both hemispheres. Music helps the brain to 
process higher-level thinking and is a tool to help wire the brain to reach higher levels of thinking. 
(Maryann Harman, M.A.). Chamber Music adds an extra layer of social interaction and can highlight the 
social development children experience whilst learning and in the playground. 
 

ABOUT FLINDERS QUARTET 
FQ is a vanguard of the Melbourne chamber music scene and a quartet for the twenty-first century. They 
have a steadfast commitment to the accessibility of the art form and the growth of Australian chamber 
music. Their focus is on fostering a deeper engagement with the music by using the music making 
process to promote a healthy community.  They do this through open rehearsals, regional workshops, 
masterclasses and access programs for isolated students, musicians and audiences.  
 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 

Since having children, the quartet members have become aware of the dearth of quality musical 
programs available to the formative 4-8 year age group.  Regional communities are at a particular 
disadvantage due to their isolation.  FQ runs Skype masterclasses and streams performances, but these 
are not nearly enough for young participants who need the phenomenological experience of music. 
 
FQ are seeking seed funding to support the develop period necessary to create a targeted program 
specific to the needs and interests of children from 4-8 years of age. Lady Gowrie Early Learning Centre 
will partner with FQ during the development period and Lucy Rash from the MSO education team, will 
also contribute her considerable experience in the musical education sector. Funding for research and 
exploration will allow FQ to establish the parameters and techniques necessary to create an exciting 
interactive musical learning environment to engage 4-8  year olds.   This development project will expose 
children to the masterworks of the chamber music canon and use this music to help them use the music 
to understand their own social development in a more pertinent way 

 
We are seeking $30,000 to develop the program prototype. 
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