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WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART 1756-1792 
String Quartet No. 14 in G major, K.387 (composed 1782) 
I. Allegro vivace assai 
II. Menuetto 
III. Andante cantabile 
IV. Molto allegro 
 
Mozart had just heard Haydn’s Opus 33 set of quartets in Vienna in 1781 and he was immediately inspired to 
compose for quartet again. This dedication to his muse reveals a self deprecating humanness in Mozart that is 
often overlooked. He reveals the agony of the long creative endeavour. These works had numerous rewrites and 
and he was often working on more than one string quartet at a time. 
 
Haydn heard these works for the first time at Mozart’s home. According to a letter Leopold wrote to his daughter, 
Nanerl, Haydn had declared, "Before God, and as an honest man, I tell you that your son is the greatest composer 
known to me either in person or by name. He has taste, and, what is more, the most profound knowledge of 
composition."  
 
To my dear friend Haydn, 
A father who had resolved to send his children out into the great world took it to be his duty to confide them to the 
protection and guidance of a very celebrated Man, especially when the latter by good fortune was at the same time 
his best Friend. Here they are then, O great Man and dearest Friend, these six children of mine. They are, it is true, 
the fruit of a long and laborious endeavor, yet the hope inspired in me by several Friends that it may be at least 
partly compensated encourages me, and I flatter myself that this offspring will serve to afford me solace one day. 
You, yourself, dearest friend, told me of your satisfaction with them during your last Visit to this Capital. It is this 
indulgence above all which urges me to commend them to you and encourages me to hope that they will not seem 
to you altogether unworthy of your favour. May it therefore please you to receive them kindly and to be their Father, 
Guide and Friend! From this moment I resign to you all my rights in them, begging you however to look indulgently 
upon the defects which the partiality of a Father's eye may have concealed from me, and in spite of them to 
continue in your generous Friendship for him who so greatly values it, in expectation of which I am, with all of my 
Heart, my dearest Friend, your most Sincere Friend, 

W.A. Mozart 
 
The first movement is at the same time conversational and operatic showing Mozart in his comfort zone. The 
themes are characterised by lightning quick dynamic changes and emphasis on chromatic movement. These 
elements are used in the other movements in a bold step towards unifying the piece. The quirky second movement 
with its off beat accents and chromatic movement gives a nod to the musical humour of Haydn. It may not seem so 
hilarious now, but at the time, it was a musical riot. This jaunt is followed by the emotional gravitas of the third 
movement. With the surety and comfort of C major, Mozart weaves his magic spell and delivers a poignant and 
heartfelt centre, worthy of his master. The fugal last movement is reminiscent of his symphony No. 40 (Jupiter). The 
writing of a true genius with the last tip of the hat to Haydn’s “Joke” quartet in the final bars. 
 
 
STUART GREENBAUM  1966- 
String Quartet No. 6 The Lonely Planet  (composed 2015)  
Premiere, commissioned by Flinders Quartet with support from Julian Burnside AO QC and dedicated to Maureen and Tony Wheeler 
 
I. 1972, World Population: 3.84 billion 
II. Bhaktapur to Nagarkot: 12.4 km 
III. 2015, World Population: 7.36 billion 
 
The search for signs of intelligent life beyond planet Earth are ongoing; but for now, our planet could be described 
as alone within the Solar System and perhaps the entire universe. Loneliness is also part of the human condition. 



Something we experience through geographical isolation, but also by emotional or psychological disconnection in 
the midst of a crowd or even in the company of people known to us. This quartet in three movements contemplates 
what it means to be connected or to be alone, both as a planet and as individuals. Commissioned by Julian 
Burnside especially for the Flinders Quartet, the work is dedicated to Tony and Maureen Wheeler (founders in 1972 
of Lonely Planet travel guides). 
  
I. 1972, World Population: 3.84 billion 
The age of wide-bodied aircraft but also the OPEC oil crisis the following year. The end of the Apollo Program and 
the last time we set foot on the moon. Soviet and American space probes send back images of Mars and Pioneer 
10 is launched for Jupiter. Designs are endorsed for a space shuttle. Watergate, The Munich Olympics and digital 
watches. 
  
II. Bhaktapur to Nagarkot: 12.4 km 
In Mount Everest, Nepal hosts the most elevated peak on Earth, together with an array of lesser-known destinations 
for hiking – a way to get far from the madding crowd. Fly to Kathmandu, take a taxi into town and the bus to 
Bhaktapur. Walk out from Durban Square to the foot of the hills and find an unmarked shortcut to the road winding 
up to Nagarkot. 
  
III. 2015, World Population: 7.36 billion 
In 43 years, the world’s population has almost doubled. Watching the Current World Population calculator online is 
a disconcerting experience. It flickers backwards regularly (deaths) but the primary driver is new births, which push 
forward exponentially. Climate change, detailed pictures of Pluto, the International Year of Light. 
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FLINDERS QUARTET 
 
Flinders Quartet is instantly recognisable as one of Australia’s most loved chamber music ensembles. Its dynamic 
and stirring performances of a full spectrum of repertoire have audiences and critics articulating their esteem, and 
the quartet is a highly respected force in Australian chamber music. 
X  

"... the quartet sounded as if they had been playing together for a lifetime: unity of interpretation, tight ensemble, fine 
balance, matched tone, and fluent dialogues between solo and collective lines."  The Australian (May 2014) 

X   
FQ regularly commissions and premieres works by Australian composers. In 2015, the quartet premiered works by 
Andrew Ford, Tom Henry, and Sweden's Mattias Lysell, while Elena Kats-Chernin and Stuart Greenbaum 
commissions are slated for 2016. In its ongoing mission to further the Australian tradition of chamber music, FQ has 
previously commissioned and premiered works by Peter Sculthorpe, Ian Munro, Calvin Bowman, Richard Mills, 
Ross Edwards, Paul Dean, Paul Grabowsky, and Katy Abbott.   
X 
The quartet is regularly invited to perform and tour for chamber music presenters such as Musica Viva, and is in 
demand at festivals throughout Australia often in association with some of the country’s finest talents, including 
Slava Grigoryan, Kristian Chong, Ian Munro, Paul Dean, Karin Schaupp, Genevieve Lacey and Jayson Gillham. 
International engagements have taken them to the UK, Singapore, Canada, and most recently, Sweden and Finland. 
X 
FQ's first commercial CD release, Reinventions with Genevieve Lacey, was received with great critical acclaim, and 
was re-released on the ABC Classics label in March 2015. Also on the ABC Classics label is FQ's ARIA-nominated 
2011 release, Fandango, with Karin Schaupp, and September 2015 release Intimate Voices: Sibelius String Quartet. 
X 

"... intense clarity and fluid partnership..." The Courier Mail, reviewing Intimate Voices (September 2015) 
X   
FQ's 2016 performance schedule includes their annual Melbourne subscription series, a collaboration with pianist 
Benjamin Martin, and recitals and masterclasses in various parts of metropolitan and regional Australia. 
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