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PHILANTHROPY IS WHERE PASSION AND VISION ARE REALISED INTO ACTION. 
Turning 19 this year, Flinders Quartet has been on an upwards trajectory since its inception. This 

is largely due to the support of so many people who love the magic of the string quartet repertoire 

as much as we do. In a medium that is so personal, it brings out the very best in composers and 

inspires great partnerships among the players, and the donors. 

PURPOSE  

To inspire love of string quartet music through masterful live performance.  

VISION 

Caring for tradition. Daring to be different.  

MISSION  
 

To be the vanguard of artistic excellence and generosity, championing art-form 

renewal, community engagement, creative and commercial vibrancy. 
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Flinders Quartet is one of the outstanding quartets in the country, taking a leadership role with 

heightened performance standards, innovative programs and expanded audience reach. Through 

investment in Australian composers the quartet artform continues to be developed and enriched, 

while our education programs guarantee that a generation of young musicians will be mentored 

as the exciting chamber musicians of the future. 

We’ve been pretty busy recently and wanted to share some of our successes with you. With so 

much activity, we have curated our endeavours into four pillars of activity. 

FOUR PILLARS OF ACTIVITY 
 

Subscription Seasons Characterised by exceptional music making, offering a full 

spectrum of repertoire including contemporary commissions and 

the classical canon 

Industry Development  Reimagining of the future of Australian chamber music through 

the Composer Development Program and commissioning esteemed 

contemporary Australian composers 

Community Outreach: Investing in remote and socially disadvantaged communities  

Touring and Engagement  Regional, national and international communities 
 

 

"... enjoyable and unpretentious night of high-class music. The program was a reminder of the 

Flinders Quartet’s unique and refreshing ability to present an exceptional standard of classical 

music in a way that feels warm and human."                                                    

CLASSIC MELBOURNE, August 2018 
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Annual Subscription Season  

Known for our innovative programming and 

challenging ideas of what chamber music 

should be, Flinders Quartet is driven by a desire 

to create a relevance for the string quartet in 

21st century Australia. This annual subscription 

season involves three programs a year and 

includes the “Clifford Hocking Memorial 

Concert” which is one devoted to innovative 

concepts. 2018 innovative projects include 

curating our own 70 minute Shostakovich 

Cycle with selected movements from his 15 

quartets, telling the story of his relationship 

with the Beethoven Quartet through music and 

projected images; as well as a program 

integrating erhu virtuoso Hao Zheng with our very own Genevieve Lacey (recorders). 

Touring  

Each subscription program is toured regionally and nationally, regularly engaging in festival 

activity with the Port Fairy Spring Music Festival, Coriole Festival, Four Winds, and Bangalow 

Music Festival; with Canberra International Music Festival scheduled for 2020. FQ has been a 

cultural ambassador on four previous international tours, and is currently planning biennial 

international tours, the next being to China and the UK in 2020. The cultural exchange enhances 

both countries, building the FQ profile and providing a enriching creative growth.  

Industry Development 

The quartet has always been driven by the remarkable beauty and power of the chamber music 

canon. We are constantly reinvestigating what that means to future audiences and future 

musicians. Every art form must regenerate, to be relevant and dynamic. 
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Flinders Quartet is committed to investing in our future voices, commissioning new works from 

esteemed Australian composers to grow the canon, and recording all Flinders Quartet 

commissions. This provides an invaluable reference for the growth of Australian chamber music.  

Flinders Quartet is passionate about identifying the extraordinary new talent, and nurturing them 

to establish themselves in the industry.   

Following Matt Laing’s involvement in the Composer Development Program, Flinders Quartet 

commissioned and presented the world premiere of Matt’s piece Out of Hibernation in the 2019 

subscription season. Some of you might have already heard the work in our late February 

concerts. Following his commission, Matt was also awarded an Ian Potter Cultural Trust grant. 

Education and outreach 

Flinders Quartet proudly assumed the role of Artistic Patrons of John Noble’s Quartet 

Program last year. It has been incredibly enriching for us to see the effect chamber music can 

have on a regional community. It gives these musicians an outlet for their creativity and pride in 
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their art as they are lauded by locals, and booked for gigs. It has provided a valuable network of 

like-minded individuals. We were thrilled to show them the many ways a string quartet can work 

together and our combined performances were really memorable. The culmination of the 2018 

program was a sold-out concert in the Primrose Potter Salon at Melbourne Recital Centre.  

We are currently working on a pilot program with Footscray City College, using the music of 

Shostakovich to inspire an intensive cross-disciplinary engagement program. Shostakovich is 

perfect for this program as it taps into so many themes relevant to teenagers: angst, rebellion, 

oppression, losing one’s creative voice. The students will be working with Flinders Quartet and 

the final culminating concert will incorporate multiple artforms.   

The Hamer Family Fund have shown incredible vision in supporting this pilot, recognising the 

social, emotional and academic benefit that music can bring to this incredibly culturally diverse 

community. We look forward to letting you know how it all went later in the year.  
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FIFTH STRING 

As a Fifth String member, you play an invaluable role in our ability to thrive. You are a vital part 

of the Flinders Quartet community, contributing a profound appreciation of exceptional chamber 

music and a deep commitment to the work we do. This cherished relationship allows us to pursue 

uncompromised creative excellence and plan strategically for the future. 

We would like to thank our Fifth String members: 

PLATINUM PATRONS  $20,000+   

Julian Burnside AO QC*     

David and Kaye Birks*     

GOLD PATRONS  $10,000+ 
Andrew Dixon 

Kim Williams AM 

SILVER PATRONS  $5,000+ 
Peter and Leila Doyle* 

Anthony Adair and Karen McLeod Adair 

John and Chris Conquest 

Beth Brown and Tom Bruce AM* 

Philip Bacon AM 

Yvonne von Hartel AM &  
Robert Peck AM peckvonhartel architects 

Carrillo and Ziyin Gantner 

Krystyna Campbell-Pretty 

Anonymous [1] 

 

FLINDERS QUARTET BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Julian Burnside AO QC  Chair    Zoe Knighton 

Ian Roberts  Vice Chair     Helen Ireland 

Mary Vallentine AO     Wendy Avilov 

Sarah Hunt 

 

PATRONS CIRCLE  $1,000+ 
Chris Arnold and Margot Costanzo* 

Sylvia Geddes  

Helen Brack 

Robert Heathcote and Meredith King 

John and Sue Warburton 
Valerie Lindell 

Dr Terry Cutler 

Peter Kingsbury 

Brian and Esther Benjamin 

Baillieu Myer AC 

Geoff and Jan Phillips 

Scarlet’s Fund in memory of Scarlet Spain 

Dr Garry Joslin and Prof Dimity Reed AM 

Mary Vallentine AO 

Dr Cyril Curtain 

Sieglind D'Arcy 

Morag Fraser 

* Ongoing supporter of FQ musician ‘chair’ 
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"... great vim and vigour on display by the FQ musicians that thoroughly thrilled this audience." 

ON THE TOWN, August 2018 
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